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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERVTCE COMMISSION

In the Matter of the
Nebraska Public Service
Commissì-on, on its own
Moti-on, to administer the
Universal Servi-ce Fund Hiqh-
Cost Program: ûüj-ndstream
Nebraska Inc., Broadband
Grant Request.

Application No. NUSF-99.41

GRANTED

Entered: June 4, 2019

BY THE COMM]SSION:

OPÏNION AND F]NDINGS

By Application filed March 12, 201-9 Vlindstream Nêbraska
Inc., (Vüindstream) seeks high-cost support from the Nebraska
Universal- Service Fund (NUSF). Notice of the applicätion
appeared in The Daily Record, Omaha, Nebraska on March 19,
201-9, and in the Fairbury Journal News on March 27 , 20t9. No
protests or interventions \^rere f iled; theref ore, the
Commission processed this application pursuant to its Rul-e of
Modified Procedure.

Vüindstream seeks support in the amount of thirty-one
thousand eight hundred and eighty-two dollars ($31,882) for
the construction of facil-ities to the northern area of the
Hebron, Nebraska ILEC exchange. According to Tr{indstream, the
Belvedere community in the Hebron Exchange is not currently
offered broadband service. This project intends to address
these customers by placlng a fiber fed DSLAM within an
appropriate distance to provide a minimum of 1-0 Mbps up to 100
Mbps downl-oad speeds. Vrlindstream will place on DSLAM site at. a
remote location approximately 6 mj-l-es north of the central_
office along with fiber placed to the nearest availabl_e
connection on an existing fiber route

Windstream projects the totat deployment cost for the
project is $49,450 and is seeking NUSF supporl in the amount
of $31,882. The difference between the total- project costs and
the requested funding is because Windstream is not seeking
funding in the areas funded by the FCC's Connect America Fund
Phase 2 program. ürlindstream is requesting that the funding for
this project be applied against the remainíng 20l-7 funds
al-l-otted to Vrlindstream.
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l{indstream estimates the project wil-l- be completed within
180 d-ays of apprication approval. Tf the project is approved,
vüindstream will commit to providing broadband service to alr
househol-ds in the project area for a minimum of five yearä.

The Commission staff conducted an analysis of the census
bl-ocks submitted and compared the information against the
Connect America Fund Phase IT eligible areas. The Commission
staff also reviewed the census bl-ock information and compared
it to its wirel-ine Broadband Mapping data, which uses FCC Form
¿,'7 1 rìanl nrzmanl- Ä¡l-¡ ^^l 

'l 
^^.t-^J L-., rL^ iõõ L-: ^.^---^ r r -- mL ^vvÈ/¿vJ¡rrv¡¡e vuLq vvrrçvLç\l r.ry LrlE .c \-\, lJ_LcrlrIIudl_Iy. l_lIg

commission fínds support should be granted in the amount of
$31,882 as requested by Windstream.

Rarrtroqt q fnr Paì ml-rrrrcamanl .¡rvY$vsvv uv¡tlv¡¡g.

vfindstream must first make the investment and then $ayfile a request for reimbursement with the NUSF Department.
Vüindst.ream cioes not need to complete the construction process.l
prior to seeking reimbursement; rather, ít may work with the
NUSF Deoartment t-o cler¡e'l on i nf errz¡ I q al r¿h i ¡l.r rai ml-rrrrcamanr-uv¡t]v¡¡9

can be sought. The NUSF Department will reimburse Vüindstrearn
for capital ímprovement costs made relative to and as included
in the application filed by the company for the projects
approved in this order. once the i-nvestment is made,
vüindstream shall file a request for support, provide the NUSF
Department with documentation consistent with Department
policy and shall certify to the Department that it had made
the described investment for the provision, maj-ntenánce and
upgrading of facilities and services in the described rural-
areas

Reportinq Requirements:

lvj-ndstream sharr fil-er on an annuar basis, consistent
with federally designated eligible tel-ecommunications carriers
(ETCs), the information required by the commission's
Tel-ecommunj-cations Rules pertaì-ning to ETCs and the investment
informatj-on required by the commission'd order in Docket NUSF-
66. The report shoul-d make clear to the commission that
Vüindstream will- not request reimbursement for equipment where
grant money l^tas al-so received f rom another source. Vüindstream
shal-t file its annual report on or before June 1 of each year.

In addition, the Applicant shal-l_
the approved projects within two (2)

be required to complete
years from t.he date of
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later completionthis Order unl-ess good cause is shown for a
date.

Broadband Commitments :

The Commissj-on maintains broadband availability data and
updates that i.nformation on at l-east an annual- basis. As a
condit.ion of this support, windstream must report broadband
avai-]ability to the commission upon request. windstream must
also confirm that it will- not seek duplicative support .through
the FCC's funding mechanisms.

ORDER

ÏT IS THEREFORB ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
commi-ssion. that the above-captioned apprication submitted by
üüindstream be and it is hereby granted as described herein.

ÏT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Vüindstream shal-l be subject to
al-l terms and conditions adopted in this Order.

ENTBRBD AND MADE EFFECTIVE at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 4th
day of June , 201-9.

NEBRASKA PUBLIC SERV]CE COMMISSION

COMMISSONERS CONCURRTNG:wø þl*tful^i\f
Chair

ATTEST

4\Ð
Executive Director
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